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Electra, A Girl’s Journey to Electrical Safety by Ansley 

Gratzmiller was selected as one of two winners of the 2025 

Children’s Book Challenge—an educational initiative of 

The Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina. The competition 

challenges fourth- and fifth-grade students to write and illustrate stories that focus 

on electricity. This year’s theme was “Staying safe around electricity.”

South Carolina’s electric cooperatives have been committed to 

powering rural communities since 1938. Since their founding, 

co-ops across the state have been guided by the Seven 

Cooperative Principles, which includes a commitment to education 

and concern for their communities.

By inspiring students to learn about the history of electricity in our state, 

S.C.’s electric co-ops hope to spark a passion for critical thinking in the minds 

of tomorrow’s energy leaders.

To learn more about the Children’s Book Challenge, visit scbookchallenge.com.
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Electra, A Girl’s Journey to Electrical Safety is dedicated to  

my teacher, Ms. Williams, and my mom,  

who has always and will always support me.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

My name is Ansley Gratzmiller. I am a 4th grader at Buist Academy 

of Advanced Studies in downtown Charleston, South Carolina. 

I researched my topic on electricity safety for kids. I found a video, 

and it seemed to be made just for me!

My co-op contact was Micah Ponce at Berkeley Electric Cooperative. To learn more about 

the co-op I spoke with him in January of 2025. He was super polite and helpful. I got a lot of 

information. 

I am a soccer player and enjoy art. I also love reading. My favorite book is Out Of My Mind by 

Sharon M. Draper. I want to be an architect when I grow up. My mother is a science teacher 

and my father is a real estate agent. I have one brother named Kellen and he is super fun.

If you’d like to learn more about electrical safety, check out these websites:

Berkeley Electric Cooperative: berkeleyelectric.coop

SC Children’s Book Challenge: scbookchallenge.com

Electrical Safety Foundation International: esfi.org/kids-safety
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Registration opens for the  

2025-26 Children’s Book Challenge  

in September 2025.


