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The information provided in this book is for informational purposes only and is not intended to be
a source of advice or analysis with respect to the material presented. We make no representations
or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability,
suitability, or availability with respect to the information presented herein. This is a work of fiction.
Names, characters, business, events, and incidents are the products of the author’s imagination.
Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.
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L. ‘J Phoenix and the Town Power Outage by Harper Rowe and

L J Ali Chapman was selected as one of two winners of the

Children's Book 2024 Children’s Book Challenge—an educational initiative of
The Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina. The competition

challenges fourth- and fifth-grade students to write and illustrate stories that focus on
how electricity has impacted their lives, communities and the history of our state.

South Carolina’s electric cooperatives have been committed to
YOUR |
powering rural communities since 1938. Since their founding, the &lecmc

beratives,

Seven Cooperative Principles have included a commitment to

education, concern for their communities, and attention to the

future of young people. Those same ideals guide co-ops today. By inspiring students
to learn about the history of electricity in our state, S.C’s electric co-ops hope to
spark a passion for critical thinking in the minds of tomorrow’s energy leaders.

To learn more about the Children’s Book Challenge, visit enlightensc.org/book.



Dedicated to our Enrichment teacher for helping us work the kinks
out of our wrifing process and also fo our moms for pushing us fo
keep going when fimes get fough.



Phoenix was in the middle of paying bills and doing
her daily work when all of a sudden she got a
unrecognizoble alert. She read the alert, jumped up,
and said, "Time to get to work!" And she was off!

ﬂlert: There IS a power outage somewhere

in town you need to find it. Work fast and
steady so the town doesn't run out of power.
To: Agent Phoenix From: Mr. Shipley (boss)




She was about to leave
and gather all her
equipment. Since it
was mid-winter

she brought the fire
can. The fire can had
worked on multiple
events. The fire can
can hold heat once

it gets to acertain
temperature, kind of
like a torch.




She walked out of her office when she was stopped
by a group of her co-workers. "Where are you
going?"

"I'm going to figure out this power outage. Have
you guys heard about it?" asked Phoenix.

''Yeah, I've already gotten 7 calls about it."

"Well I'm going to figure it out," she said
confidently and walked out the door. She hopped
into her car and drove roughly about 20 minutes.



Once Phoenix got there, she found Jacob who worked at the
power plant. He told her she needed to go to the transformer
and try to burn off the ice there. He also said that he thought
the blockage or freeze was farther away because no one at the
power plant was complaining about the power not working.

"Thanks for letting me know!" said Phoenix, as she hopped
back in her car.

"You're welcome! And good luck!"

Phoenix waved and started her engine.
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As Phoenix drove,
she noticed that the
power lines looked
fine but there must
have been something
ot the transformer.
As she got closer to
the transformer, she
saw about 2 linemen
trucks.
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When she got to the
tronsformer, she saw the
linemen working on the
lines. "Is the outage here?"
she asked, standing by their
truck.

''Yes, and we are trying
to fix it now. The lines froze
over last night."

oK, well I think we
should drive to a local
neighborhood to check their
power," said Phoenix.
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As Phoenix and the linemen
all drove to the first house,
Phoenix had her fingers
crossed that this would
work. They talked to the
homeowner, Mary. Mary and
her family had lost power
for the entire day besides
the last 5 minutes. Phoenix
flipped the light switch on
and off and there was no
flickering or delays so they
headed to the next house.
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As they arrived they flipped the light switch just like
last time. There was no delay or flickering so they
were on to the next house,
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As Phoenix flipped the light switch it worked just fine, !
| but the owner of the house asked how they fixed it.
.« phoenix simply said they just used a tool that shoots
¢+ fire to melt off the ice on the power lines.
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At the last house, Phoenix flipped the lights and they
flickered once. She got worried but after flipping it 7
more times there was no flickering. After they left this
house, they headed back to the co-op.
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As Phoenix and the linemen drove to the co-op, she
thought about how she and the linemen saved their
town by making sure the houses had the energy and
power they needed.
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When the linemen and Phoenix got to the co-op,
they rushed inside to tell Mr. Shipley about their
achievement they accomplished today.

"Mr. Shipley! We fixed the power outage." Phoenix
exclaimed.

"Oh really? How did you do it?" Mr. Shipley asked.

"well, let me walk you through how we did it,"
Phoenix exclaimed.
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"First, we went to the power plant. At the
power plant we met Jacob and he told us
there was no problem here! So, I went to the
transformer," Phoenix said to Mr. shipley.
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""Once I got to the transformer, I saw the linemen
working and they were using the fire can to burn
the ice off the power line. So then we drove
through the neighborhood to talk to homeowners
while ingpecting the power lines," Phoenix told

Mr. Shipley.
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'"Great job, Phoenix. I am VERY proud of you! I don't
know what the town would have done without you,
the linemen, and your co-workers," said Mr. Shipley.
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Authors’ Note

We are 5th graders at Reuben Elementary
School in Newberry. Our teacher, Mr. Kevin
Boozer, Media Specialist, advised us.

Ali: T love dancing on the competition
team. This is my ninth year dancing and
it's my third year on the competition
team. I have three siblings—two older,
one younger. Harper and I have been
friends since daycare (ask our moms).

Harper: I love dancing on the competition
team. I have been dancing for seven
years. I am the second oldest of seven
kids. I love riding my four-wheeler and
hanging out with my friends.
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Harper Rowe, left, and Ali Chapman



Bibliography
The sources we used were

Websites:

“How electricity gets to your home.”
https://www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/electricity/electricity-in-the-us.php
Accessed 2023.

Enlightensc
https://www.enlightensc.org/book/ for background on the contest.

Newberry Electric Cooperative “How Power is Restored.”
https://www.nec.coop/how-power-restored

Images:
Images came from www.photosforclass.com or from StoryJumper and Pixabay.

Databases from SCDISCUS.org

Encyclopedia Britannica Middle School Cooperative. Britannica School,
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 19 Oct. 2023.
school-ebcom.scsl.idm.oclc.org/levels/middle/article/cooperative/273799.
Accessed 8 Jan. 2024.

20



(@  TEr  yerowazme -
- %ME!‘!.ES..,.LE!

l o= Laurens Electric FAIRFIELD
S\ . Cooperative, Inc. ELECTRIC

COGPERATIVE, INC.

N E Horry Electric
DaEBERRY BLEcTiC Cooperative, Inc.
] BLACK RIVER
i ii # ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

Mid-Carolina

’ ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
~ Aiken Electric .
’VZJ Cooperative, Inc. (=T, @S EC

z

Santee Electric Cooperative Inc.

ey,

s

Berkeley Electric
Cooperative

FRALMETTC

(\

Episto ELECTRIC
coo <

enlightensc.org/book | ecsc.org



%, storyjumper

storyjumper.com



